
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

From Lukewarm to Hot 
 

Revelation 3:14-22 (NIV)  
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 15 I 
know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor 

cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that 
you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white 

clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 19 Those whom I love I rebuke and 
discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in 

and eat with that person, and they with me. 21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was 

victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Let’s talk about what we just did. In general, we Lutherans have an idiosyncrasy with our worship where we tend to be very stoic, 
not always being the most expressive but very much living out the Hebrews passage “Worship God acceptably with reverence and 
awe.” (Hebrews 12:28) We’re quiet, sometimes monotone, maybe we can say “dignified.” Expression and drama we leave for other 
folks in their worship when they wave their hands in the air, clap, and say, “Glory! Alleluia!” or when you hear a good, hearty 
“Amen!” during a sermon or when those other people weep just listening to the powerful message of what Christ has done for us all, 
but that’s not us. Or maybe you are biting your tongue because you secretly want to jump up and shout these things, emote in these 
ways.  

At different times and different congregations, I have had it asked, “Why does everyone look so serious in church?” “Why aren’t 
people beaming with joy and doing cartwheels coming back from the Lord’s Supper?” “How come the people here don’t shout, 
‘Amen!’?” It raises the question: Are we hot or cold when it comes to our God? Are we lukewarm with God?  

In a vision to the Apostle John recorded here in Revelation chapter 3, Jesus is calling out the people at the church in Laodicea. He 
says of them, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot.” (verse 15a) God sees their actions and in doing so he does not 
see passion or desire - just people doing what they think should be done, going through the motions of serving and worshiping God. 
They aren’t forsaking the Lord by not coming to worship, but their heart isn’t into the Lord either. They are neither hot nor cold; they 
are lukewarm. If you went and worshiped with them, you would probably hear monotone recitations and prayer.  

Why are they neither hot nor cold when it comes to living out their life of worship to God? Jesus explains the root of the problem 
with them: “You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, 
pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” (verse 17) When you have everything you think you need, when you are living comfortably, the 
temptation is strong to forget about God. If I have no needs, what do I need God for? I have a pretty good life. So, take God or leave 
him. I’m not opposed to him, but I’m not on fire for him either. This is the lukewarm, apathetic, attitude to God, which fails to see 
our desperate need for him because we are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.  

Are we in danger of having the same attitude? Are we lukewarm to God – neither hot nor cold, apathetic in our worship of him? I 
mean, we don’t raise our hands or shout the “Amens.” There are mornings, weekends, when I want to do something other than go 
to church, where I don’t wake up in the morning saying, “Yay! It’s a church day!” So sometimes I blow off God, especially as I look 
around and know that I have all that I need. I have health, a decent amount of wealth, comfortable living. I’m not facing any crises. 
God, eh. Yeah, he’s there. Yeah, I believe in him. And that’s as far as it goes. I have my faith card. I’m not one of those people who is 
on fire for Jesus. To my shame, I admit that I can restrain myself from talking about my faith, that maybe my classmates, my friends, 
my coworkers don’t even know that I’m Christian.  

If we are lukewarm towards Gods, how long until we become cold to him? God forbid that ever happens to us. If it does, God would 
spit us out, more literally vomit us out. We are that wretched and our lukewarm attitude is that upsetting and intolerable.  

This is why Jesus rebukes and disciplines us as well as these Christians in Laodicea. He calls us to change our attitude. He wants us on 
fire for him, zealous for him, unable to contain our love, joy, and commitment to him.   



Are we lukewarm, apathetic towards God? That’s really a question you have to ask yourself. I look around, and I don’t see people 
who are cold to God. If we were, we wouldn’t be here. We would not even make the effort to come to church because it wouldn’t 
be worth our time. But maybe we are not hot when it comes to our lives and our service to God. We know that we are sinners, that 
we are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. We know that all our righteous acts are like filthy rags. As Lutherans, we are very 
cognizant of our sins. In fact, we are probably too mindful of this as we make being a poor, miserable sinner our go-to status and 
identity. But lukewarm? I don’t want to be called an apathetic Christian, someone who could take God or leave him, doesn’t really 
care about my relationship with him.  

Jesus calls this out to the Christians at Laodicea and to us and rebukes those of us who are lukewarm to him so that we see what he 
is offering us. Jesus says, “I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich…” (verse 18) This gold 
refined in fire is purified, it is strengthened when it is heated up. God can and does turn up the heat in our lives in order to refine us. 
He makes thing uncomfortable, painful even, so that we have to rely on him instead of relying on what we have. In this way, he 
makes us hot, on fire for him because he got us through times when nothing I could have done would have caused me to make it 
through.  

“I counsel you to buy from me… white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness.” (verse 18) Yes, I’m a Lutheran. 
Yes, I often say that I am a poor miserable sinner, that I contest with the Apostle Paul that I am the chief of sinners. But that’s not 
what I actually am. Stop trying to latch on to this one phrase of Paul’s. That’s not how God views me or you. Even Paul refers to 
himself sparingly as the worst of sinners. God took simple water along with his Word and so he baptized me into Christ. He put his 
name on me, adopting me into his family. He put over all my nakedness, my exposed sins, my dirty deeds a robe of righteousness, of 
perfection, of purity – white clothes. He has removed my shame, my sin. He calls me perfect right now – not by what I have done, 
but by what he has done for me in my baptism. He gives me these white clothes, and that’s all that God sees me in. He put salve on 
my eyes that I once was blind but now I see. I was lost but I am found by Jesus. God calls you and me saint, and he can’t lie. “These 
are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation.” (verse 14b)  

Every time that we take this step back and see what God has done for me and you, this is God knocking on the door to our hearts. 
He comes to us. He wants to be with us. He wants to commune with us because he has made us perfect. He has given us the eternal 
riches of being made perfect already - of being refined like gold through the trials in life that he gives us which pull us closer to him, 
of the white clothes of righteousness that he has put on us through our baptisms, through the good news of the forgiveness of sins 
through his perfect life and innocent sacrifice on the cross. This is what takes us from being lukewarm to hot: being filled up with 
what Jesus has done for us, what he gives us.  

To be hot, to be on fire for Jesus, you don’t have to adhere to some kind of specific outward reaction like shouting “Glory! Alleluia!” 
or clapping your hands or crying, weeping as you listen to God’s Word. Some of us just don’t emote that way. But you show it 
according to your personality.  If you want to shout “Amen” during church, go for it. If you want to do cartwheels down the aisle 
after receiving Jesus’ true body and blood for the forgiveness of your sins, go for it. If you feel like weeping tears of joy as you think 
about what Christ did for you, you can. Or you may just feel comfortable saying in a strong voice, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia!” 

Yeah, someone may look at you when you do some of these things. They may not emote as you do. And that’s okay. We don’t like to 
be different, and we don’t like to distract. Yet even in quiet deeds, we can show that we are on fire for the Lord. When we take the 
quiet moments to talk with our kids or our grandkids about what Jesus has done for us. When we don’t worry about the words but 
instead just sit with a person, give them a hug when they need it, be there for them. When we do the behind the scenes things that 
no one else sees because we love Jesus, this is still showing that you are not cold to him but hot.  

No matter how our expression may look to others, may we be hot when it comes to our relationship with God as we remember how 
he refines us like gold in the fire and gives us white clothes of righteousness from his perfect life and puts salve on our eyes that we 
can see all that he has done for us. The Holy Spirit works through his Word to take us from being lukewarm to hot in expressing our 
faith and trust in God. “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” (verse 22) Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed! Alleluia! Amen.  
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